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The Tech Players present: Nuncrakers
Lindsay McDowall
Staff Writer

T

See page 4

his year, Doctor Patricia Kihn and
the Tech Players are presenting the
Nuncrackers: A Nunsense Christmas
Musical. This musical comedy features
the Mount Saint Helen’s Convent
and their brand new TV station that
they built with the winnings from
a lottery ticket that they got from a
family that lives near the convent.
This year’s cast features: Ann
Ruckman as Reverend Mother, the
Mother Superior of the Mount Saint
Helen’s Convent. She serves as the
head nun, and is in charge of their first
TV production. She is featured in the
number An Old Time Carnival Christmas.
Jackie Estes as Sister Mary
Paul, aka Sister Amnesia, is the local
forgetful nun. Sister Mary Paul had a
crucifix hit her head a while back and
lost her memory. She is slowly getting

Golden Bears off the court and
still doing work!
Daniel Eisenberg
C.D./Section Editor/Staff Writer

W

hile we all love to go to the gym
on game day and watch David
Rawlinson dribble his way past four
defenders and throw up the ball for Terrale
Clark to slam into the hoop, we should
also appreciate that the basketball team
does work off the court and gives back
to the community. As a department, the
team sent five players, as well as six softball
players, to Chesapeake Elementary last
month for “Be a Good Sport Day” and
went into every classroom and talked about
being a good sport, the importance of
academics and doing a good job in school.
The players entered the classroom
with their travel suits on and the softball
girls wore their uniform tops and talked

while their crowd stares in admiration for
the college athletes. Many, if not most,
elementary school kids want to grow up
to become professional athletes, so seeing
actual college players at their school is
a big deal to them and they all listened
enthusiastically to what the athletes had
to say, asked questions and took pictures.
This event has been taking place for a few
years now, and the athletic department
plans to keep carrying on the tradition.
Another event that that
basketball team holds is meeting with
Valley Middle Schools boys’ basketball
team. Tech lined up their players and
coaches and talked to the kids about
having a good attitude and how school
is important and going to college and
succeeding is very important. They also
talked about how to be a good teammate

See Tech Players page 4

Tech’s first swimming program
Daniel Eisenberg
C.D./Section Editor/Staff Writer

F

or those of you who are not aware
yet, since the pool has been repaired
and is ready for use, a men’s and women’s
swimming program has been added to the
Tech Athletics Department. The school
has recruited eleven male swimmers and
four female swimmers, and has hired a
new Coach to teach these swimmers
the technique and form to out-swim
competitors and bring Tech the gold.
Coach Chris Rogers is in his first

year of coaching the Bears, but has plenty
of experience in the water. Rogers started
swimming in South Carolina for club teams
and stuck with it all through high school.
From there, he received a scholarship to
attend the College of Charleston in South
Carolina. He swam there for four years
where he set and currently holds the record
for 100m and 200m backstroke. Upon
graduating with a Bachelor of Science
in Physical Education, Rogers traveled
to Crawfordsville, Indiana to serve as the
Wabash College’s assistant coach. After
a year at this position, he moved to the
See Tech Swimming on page 9

See Off the Court on page 10
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A word from your SGA President...
Robin Davis
Guest Writer

H

ello fellow Golden Bears! Well the
semester is finally coming to a close.
I could not be happier with the way the
semester has turned out. I have seen
more student involvement this semester
than any other year I have been on
campus. Our athletic teams have exceled
in their sports and brought a lot of pride
to Tech. I have heard nothing but good
things from the professors on campus.
On a sadder note, with the
ending of the semester, comes finals
week. We all have different strategies for
getting through this hectic time. I have
personally learned how to handle the
stress of finals through trial and error.
Here are a couple of things I have learned
that I hope will help you along this week.
First off, staying up all night
to study is not worth it. You might
absorb more knowledge but your
brain is not fully functioning when
you put pencil to paper on the exam.
Also, go into the exam relaxed.
There is nothing more you can do once
you walk through the door. Just be
relaxed and confident and I guarantee
you, you will be surprised when you
see your finals grades if you are.
Lastly, take advantage of all of
the help around you to prepare. Not just

academic help but the simple support
from your family here at Tech. I promise
you, just having someone you trust say
good luck and keep at it, can go a long
way during this hectic time. Oh, and do
not forget about free breakfast on Tuesday.
It is another great way to kill some steam.
Even with the semester coming
to a close, your Student Government is
working even harder for you. Recently
a concern was brought to our attention
regarding the ability to lower your meal
plan mid-year. We have just begun to get
our feet wet on this issue, but I think this
could be a great way to change something
that would benefit you, the students.
We are also working with the
Library Committee to get books you the
students want to read in the library. The
library committee came to us with the
idea of using some of the money from
their budget to fulfill student requests
for books. SGA was thrilled to hear the
idea but now we need your help. If you
have any ideas for books you would like
to have in the library, just email your
idea
to
Tech-SGA@mail.wvu.edu.
I would like to wish you, each
and every one of you, a very safe holiday
break. Enjoy some time with your family
and/or friends and forget about classes
for a couple weeks. Every student needs a
break now and again.
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Monty’s Weekly Agenda
Thursday December 6th
Tech Players- Nuncrackers @ Conley Little Theater 7:30- 10
Friday December 7th
BINGO @ Bear’s Den 11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.
Christmas Parade @ 3rd Avenue Montgomery 7 p.m.
Light Up Old Main @ Tech Mall/ Ballroom/Activities Room
8-11:30 p.m.
Monday December 10th
First Day of Finals
Tuesday December 11th
Second Day of Finals
Wednesday December 12th
Third Day of Finals
Thursday December 13th
Fouth Day of Finals
Friday December 14th
Last Day of Finals

Happy Holidays and a very Merry
Christmas!

YOUR
AD
HERE
for more info e-mail
tech-collegian.mail.wvu.edu

WANTED:
SGA Senators

Be the change you want to see at Tech!
Contact: Robin Davis at rdavis32@mail.wvu.edu
SGA Meetings are held every Tuesday at 1pm
in the Student Activities Room
in the Tech Center

The Delta Kappa Theta Sorority
&
The Delta Chi Fraternity
Present
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Wednesday January 23, 2013
7-9PM
Tech Ballroom
Light refreshments will be served
Please dress formally
Open to students, faculty & staff
Entry is $2 or you can bring your spare change to
donate to the JimmyV and Susan G. Komen
Foundations
You will also receive a masquerade mask upon entry
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Biology Club Food Drive
Andrea Joseph
Section Editor/Staff Writer

E

very year during the holiday season,
WVU Tech gathers as a family to do
a gracious act of kindness for the people of
Montgomery. This amazingly generous act
was initiated by a fellow Tech student in
the Biology Club, around four
or five years ago, in hopes
of getting bonus points
in his selective Biology
courses. The idea stuck
ever since and to date
we are raising food for
people in need and we
continue to do good
for this little town
of Montgomery,
while still getting
a reward in return.
E ve r y
year
we raise a variety of canned
foods that get donated to the Montgomery
Food Bank at the local Presbyterian Church.
Nevertheless, canned foods are not the only
thing getting donated. We are also collecting
50lb dog food bags that get donated to an
animal shelter called Small Victories that
is conveniently located in Ohna. Food we
have obtained so far has been everything
from canned vegetables, baby food, canned
fruits and every other non-perishable food
items that could nourish people in need.
Also, we are looking out for our friendly
four-legged friends by making sure they get
their holiday meal as well.
We talked to the faculty member
in charge, which is the wonderful and kind
Dr. Beutler, and she loves the food drive. It
is something she loves getting involved with
which you can tell by the enthusiasm she

has just when speaking on the subject.
She assured us that the canned food
drive has been a success already and
still has another week to go. From her
estimations, we have raised around 1000
cans of food, and 3 50lb dog food bags;
and the race is not over. We still have the
capabilities to do amazing wonders and
help a number of families in the weeks
to come.
The canned food
drive ends on December 7,
the Friday before finals
week. Students can
check with their
professors
to
see
which
professors
give
extra
c r e d i t
points
for bringing
in the canned food. If the
professor does indicate that they
will give extra credit points, the rule is
for every 5 cans you get 1 extra point
for up to 10 points, but listen carefully
because some professors make up their
own rules.
If you decide to help the people
in need and you do bring in cans, there
is a table set up in the main lobby of
the Orndorff building. Also, if none of
your professors are asking students bring
in cans and you live in the dorms, the
RA’s are also promoting to bring cans
for charity. Sometimes we as young
adults take our lives and the things we
have for granted, but this holiday season
do something for people who are less
fortunate and need our help. Never
think you cannot give enough; even one
can will make a difference for a person
in need.

Toys for Tots Drive
Lindsay McDowall
Staff Writer

T

oys for Tots is a toy drive campaign
sponsored by the United States
Marine Corps. The tradition was started
in 1947 in Los Angeles, California by
Major Bill Hendricks, United States
Marine Corps Reserves. The first toy
was a handmade doll, and the famous
train logo was designed by Walt Disney
himself. It is a national campaign and
the Marines collect toys from October
to December each year to give out to
children across the nation. The Marine
Corps’ mission for Toys for Tots is this:
“The mission of the U. S. Marine Corps
Reserve Toys for Tots Program is to collect
new, unwrapped toys during October,
November and December each year, and
distribute those toys as Christmas gifts to
less fortunate children in the community
in which the campaign is conducted.”
This year, the Gamma Mu
Chapter of Alpha Sigma Tau National
Sorority has organized a Toys for Tots
drive here at WVU Tech. The Sisters
encourage anyone who donates toys to
carry them in the Montgomery City
Christmas Parade on Friday, December
7 at 7 p.m. to show what Tech is

doing to help those around us. The
toys will be collected in the ballroom
and placed in a toy mountain. Sergeant
Arroyo of the United States Marine
Corps will be present at Light Up Old
Main to formally accept any donated
toys. Any toys donated will be given
out to children in Kanawha County.
The Sisters of Alpha Sigma
Tau are issuing this challenge to you:
Make sure every child in Kanawha
County wakes up Christmas morning
with a smile. Donate a toy. Make this a
Christmas one that they will never forget.
You know that movie you really
wanted to go see? Or maybe you are
going out to Mexican tomorrow. How
about that case of beer you want to buy
for a party? Every single one of us can
live without that one purchase. That
money could go to making a child happy,
something ten times more important
than a movie, a night out with the girls
or getting drunk. When we were kids,
waking up on Christmas to the presents
under the tree was one of the happiest
days for us. There are some kids out
there that do not have that joy, and we
can give it to them. So why would we not?
Take our challenge. Make sure
every child in Kanawha County wakes up
Christmas morning with a smile.
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Faternity helps watershed
Daniel Eisenberg
C.D./Section Editor/Staff Writer

L

ocated a short mile or two out of the
peaceful little town of Montgomery
is a nationally recognized watershed
that attempts to better the environment
and promote growth. This is, of course,
the Morris Creek Watershed located
on Morris Creek Drive behind Dairy
Queen. This watershed is run by Mr.
Mike King and various other helpers
and they do numerous projects that
help the environment and all creatures
that live in it. Last year, the Phi Kappa
Tau fraternity took two weekends to
go help out on these projects. During
the fall semester, the fraternity sent
over ten guys and built two K-dams
which help the fish find hiding places
and live longer, and also redirects the
water flow to the desired location. In
the spring semester, eight guys from the
fraternity planted over 300 trees. This
semester, the fraternity was at it again.
On Saturday, December 1,
five of the fraternity’s members went
out to the watershed to help out with a
project that was in need of repairs. Past
the watershed and up the mountain
a little ways, there is a water supply
feed that is connected to a tank with
limestone. The water feeds into the
tank, stirs up in the limestone and
then is fed back into the stream. This
adds nutrients to the creek that allows
for better growth. There were two
problems, however, with this set up.
The first problem was that there was so
much iron in the water that over time, it
actually corroded the tank and it had to
be replaced. The second problem was
that there was a gaping gash in the pipe
feeding the tank and water was being
sprayed out like Old Faithful onto the
mountainside, and the water wasn’t
even reaching the tank any more. With
this challenge in front of the watershed,
Phi Kappa Tau went to lend a hand.
The first thing that was done
was the water was disconnected from the
pipe and then the tank was unhooked.
We then removed the old tank and

schlepped it up the hill, then brought down
the new tank. Using a drill and a sawzall,
I cup a flap into the top of the tank and
folded it up so that we had an entrance
point to put the limestone in. After the
limestone was inside the tank, we connected
the water pipe back to it and went to take on
the next, bigger challenge of fixing the leak.
We cut out the bad section of
pipe and brought down a four inch sewer
pipe that we planned on connecting to the
original pipe with a four inch coupling. The
problem that arose was that the hose clamps
that were included to tighten the coupling
to the pipe weren’t strong enough to fully
connect and seal it, and it kept slipping off.
After debating for a while on which plan of
action was the right one to take, I decided that
the best way to fix our problem was to drive
to the hardware store, pick up the world’s
best solver of any plumbing problem, drive
back, and use our newly bought item to seal
up the connection. Almost an entire roll
of duct tape was put onto the connections
so tightly that not a single drop of water
could escape. After we were satisfied with
our duct tape connection, we hooked the
water supply back to the pipe and watched
the tank begin to fill up with water and
stir around in the limestone. The goal had
been met, and the project was a success.
The guys that went to help out
with the project had a good time playing
around in the water and helping fix the
problem. The fraternity has been going
to help out the watershed for quite some
time now, and will continue the tradition of
going every semester to help the watershed
and the environment.

Lady Greeks in holiday spirit!
Lindsay McDowall
Staff Writer

F

or the last couple weeks of the
semester, the Greek Women of
WVU Tech are buried in the books!
Academics are extremely important
in both of the sororities, so all the
women will be buckling down and
making sure they are prepared.
Delta Kappa Theta Sorority
went to Charleston Town Center Mall
on November 30 and rang the bells
for the Salvation Army collection that
occurs every Christmas. In the spring
semester, the Delta Kappa Theta
ladies and the gentlemen of Delta Chi
Fraternity will host a Masquerade Ball
on January 23, 2013. The event is still in
the planning stage, so be sure to check
back next semester for all the details!
Alpha Sigma Tau Sorority
organized a Toys for Tots drive here
at Tech. Toys for Tots is a toy drive
sponsored by the United States Marine
Corps. The ladies of Alpha Sigma
Tau donated toys last year as well, but
took the leap to make it a campus-wide
event. They hope to have every child
in Kanawha County wake up with a
smile on their face Christmas morning.
Next semester, they hope to host a

Yellow Rose Formal for their alumnae.
Both sororities will be participating
in the Light Up Old Main festivities, including
the gingerbread house decorating contest.
For any woman interested in
learning more about either of the sororities,
Recruitment Week will be January 26 –
February 2. Recruitment Week consists of
events planned by the sororities designed to
get to know all of you who attend. Events
can include bowling, board game night,
spaghetti dinners and more. Each sorority
will have flyers around campus detailing
their Recruitment Week events. Facebook
and Twitter are also great as a means of
communication for both of the sororities.
Going out to an event during
Recruitment Week does not mean you
are committing yourself to either sorority;
it just means that you would like to know
more about the organization and would like
to hang out with some of the lovely ladies
of WVU Tech. Throughout recruitment,
you will attend fun activities and the ladies
will educate you about their individual
organization. If and when you choose a
sorority, choose the sorority that is best for
you. None of the Greek ladies will haze any
person or persons. They all love to meet
new people! So come out and meet some
of the most intelligent and involved ladies
on campus!

CAMPUS NEWS

Page 4

4th annual Light Up Old Main
Tech Collegian
Editor
Jordyn Thompson
Production Manager
Megan Thomas
Circulation Director
Daniel Eisenberg
Section Editors
Daniel Eisenberg
Andrea Joseph
Ashley Quinn
Staff Writers
Daniel Eisenberg
Jordan Hill
Andrea Joseph
Mara Lewis
Lindsay McDowall
Ashley Quinn
Joe Sherfey
Kassie Shope
Ryan Stevens
Jordyn Thompson
Views and opinions expressed by
writers are not necessarily those of
the Editor, The Tech Collegian, or
West Virginia University Institute of
Technology. The Tech Collegian strives
to remain an unbiased agent of campus communications. We encourage
those concerned to submit any or all
suggestions to our e-mail address listed below in our Letters Policy. The
Editor and The Tech Collegian’s Advisors are entitled at any time to edit
the content or grammar of any article as well as approve the publication.

Daniel Eisenberg
C.D./Section Editor/Staff Writer

T

his year is going to mark the fourth
year that Tech will be holding the event
“Light up Old Main.” Students here at Tech
have grown to love this event, which features
Santa Clause and a secret gift. In the past
three years, the gifts have been a hat, a scarf
and an ear band, and this year’s mystery
gift can make the collection complete. A
lot is planned for this year’s festivities, and
the school hopes to see a lot of students
attend the event and share their smiles and
laughs with the rest of the student body.
This year’s events will take place on
December 7. WVU Tech is going to team
up with the town and collaborate events
so that they fit together. The evening will
begin at 7 p.m. with the annual Christmas
Parade. Line-up will begin at 6 p.m. and
the parade will begin promptly at 7 p.m.
stretching down 3rd Avenue. There will be a
parade watching party at the alumni center
where hot cocoa and light refreshments
will be served and smiling faces will bring
delight to the mood. At 8 p.m., after the
parade is over, the light up of Old Main
will take place. This is the highlight of
the evening, and the scaffoldings will be
removed in front of the building so that the
lights can be put up and people can see.
After the oldest educational
building in town has been illuminated with
beautiful lights, the festivities will move to
the ballroom. Here, there will be a number
of events for the student’s enjoyment.
The Student Government Association
will sponsor an iPad give-away to Tech
students, and the town of Montgomery

Congratulations
December Graduates!
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University Institute of Technology’s
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is donating two Kindles to be raffled
off. All Tech students are eligible to
win the iPad and the two kindles, and
the citizens of Montgomery are also
eligible to win one of the Kindle’s.
New to this year’s event will be
a student talent show. Anyone who wants
to show off their talent can compete, as
long as the act is appropriate for the
entire town, including three year olds.
The gingerbread competition will still
take place, and a karaoke system will
be provided for use. There will be a
“coffee house” set-up where students
can get a hot cup of deliciousness to
pour down their throats, and there
will be free prizes and give-aways
including T-shirts and Frisbees.
As always, Monty the Golden
Bear and Santa will also be present to
give away the surprise gift, and the Alpha
Sigma Tau Sorority will be organizing
a toys for tots event in which a marine
will be present to pick up the toys and
take them to their respected destination.
There will be boxes available to drop
off toys in at the Bears Den, the alumni
center and the ballroom, and they will
all make it to where they need to go.
As you can tell, a lot is planned
for this event, and a lot of new ideas
are being implemented in an attempt
to make the event more appealing for
students and to end the semester on a
good note. There is no reason to remain
in your dorm room when all of these
activities are being implemented for
your entertainment. Take a break from
the studying and come on out to the
party, you will be glad you did!
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Tech Players from front page
back to normal! She brings a light humor
to the musical, and is featured in the
number Santa Ain’t Comin’ To Our House.
Shannon Sears as Sister
Hubert, who is the conscious of the
Sisters, is a gospel singer in her number
It’s Better to Give than Receive. She is the
reminder that the Christmas season is
all about giving rather than receiving.
Jessica Hypes as Sister Robert
Anne, a nun from Brooklyn, New York who
just wants a chance at stardom. Her only
Christmas wish is to sing at Carnegie Hall.
She is featured in the numbers Jesus Was
Born in Brooklyn and All I Want For Christmas.
Leon Alexander as Father
Virgil is a kind old soul. He is featured
in the number The Christmas Box.
Shanielle Prete as Sister Wilhelm
serves as the narrator for the ballet.
There is a number of others
involved in the play, including a Tech
professor, elementary school children
from the local area, and numerous
Tech students that feature as the choir.
This musical tells the story
of each individual Sister and Father,
letting you peek into the dynamic of the
characters. It features some original songs,
such as Christmas Time is Nunsense Time and
It’s Better to Give Than Receive as well as some
traditional carols. The nuns work together
to keep their convent in business and all
form a loving, caring, sweet group of
people who just want the best for the world.
Throughout the play, there are
many hysterical jokes that will keep the
audience rolling. There will be a spoof
of the famous ballet, The Nutcracker, in
which we will see Reverend Mother play
the Sugar Plum Fairy and make her best
attempt at doing ballet. The children play
as the Mouse King and the Nutcracker
and the traditional battle ensues!
This play has been in the works
for months now, and all those involved
have been working hard to make sure
this production goes smoothly. It is
sure to entertain audience members
of all ages and is the perfect way for
Tech to kick off the holiday season!
The show will be in Conley Hall
Theatre at 7:30 p.m. on both Thursday,
December 6 and Saturday, December
8. On Friday, December 7, the cast will
perform a few show tunes at Light Up Old
Main at approximately 8:15 p.m. Tickets
are free for students, $5 for adults and $3
for children and seniors. Check with your
professors to see if going to the play will
earn you some extra credit!

How to sign up for Tech Alerts
Joe Sherfey
Staff Writer

T

he first step to signing up for Tech
alerts is to sign into your mix account.
Once you are logged in, look for the
Text Alert link on the left hand tab.
Click it and a set of questions
should come up. It will ask for a username,
your first and last name, a password and your
phone number. Make sure that you include
the area code for your phone number.
After you type in all this information it
will require you to check the box beside
the “agree to Terms of Service” icon.
Check this box after reading the privacy
statement. After filling out all of these
requirements, it will send a text message
to your phone for a verification code.
To activate your account you will
have to verify the code it sends. You will
receive text messages informing you on
delays, schedule changes, robberies, fires in
the area, etc. There is also a way to sign up for
e-mail only, but it has not been updated yet.
It is very important that you have

these alerts. If a class is cancelled it will
tell you and you can avoid walking to
the Engineering building and let you
sleep in longer. The messages will also
alert you if there is anything around that
could be harmful. Make sure you sign
up for Text Alert if you are a student at
WVU Tech. For more information on
how to sign up for Tech Alerts check out
http://emergency.wvu.edu/alert.

YOUR

AD

HERE
for more info e-mail
tech-collegian.mail.wvu.edu
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Places of Worship around Tech
Kassie Shope
Staff Writer

Montgomery Presbyterian Church

Church of Immaculate Conception

Montgomery Baptist Church

Denomination: Presbyterian

Denomination: Catholic

Denomination: Baptist

Montgomery United Methodist Church

Where: just around the corner from
Frank’s pizza and diagonal from City
National Bank

Where: Beside E-Lab

Where: Beside Brown’s Chevrolet

Denomination: Methodist

Hours: Saturday mass 8:30pm,
Sunday mass 5am.

Hours: Sunday school 10am, Sunday
worship 11am and 7pm

Where: On the corner of Washington
Street and 5th Avenue

Hours: Sunday school 10am, Sunday
Worship 11am.

Hours: Sunday school 10am, Worship
11am, Bible Study Wednesday 6:30 pm

Return of the Pharaoh?
Ashley Quinn
Section Editor/Staff Writer

E

gypt is once again in an uproar; this
time concerning the move by newly
elected President Mohammed Morsi to
award himself sweeping powers. Leila
Fadel, of National Public Radio, reports
that many who once supported Morsi
are now questioning his motives. Morsi
came into power recently via the first
presidential election in decades. Fadel
states that he was the underdog
in the race, yet pulled ahead
due to his relationship with
the people of Egypt. During
his inaugural speech, Morsi
is quoted as saying, “I am
one of you, and I always
will be. I will achieve
the revolutions’ goals.”
But
now,
Fadel
reports,
criticism and doubt
are sweeping across
Egypt based upon a
decree issued by Morsi
that granted him the
powers to be essentially
above the law until a
new constitution can be
drafted. In the article,
“Is Morsi morphing
into the authoritarian he
opposed?” Fadel outlines the
fear possessed by the Egyptian people
that their President will become the
mirror image of the former President
Mubarak that was ousted early last year.
Critics of the President’s move
are stating that Morsi granted himself
the sweeping powers to pass a hastily
written constitution drafted by an Islamist
majority, Fadal reports. Ibraham alHoudiaby is a political activist and former
member of the Muslim Brotherhood. He
stated in an interview that the people of
Egypt are left with a hard choice. Are they
supposed to stand back and let their new

President have absolute power, or are
they to vote for a flawed constitution?
Houdiaby is quoted by Fadal as saying,
“This means that we are not only
creating a pharaoh, but the equivalent
of a god.” Houdiaby is accusing of
Morsi in other ways. Fadal reports
that Houdiaby sees Morsi as a man
who falsely demonizes his opposition.
However,
supports
of
President Morsi sing a completely
different tune. Gehad el-Haddad is
a supporter of and advisor to the
Muslim Brotherhood, the party
of President Morsi. Fadal
states that Haddad views
the President’s move to
grant him self sweeping
powers necessary. The
real threat, Haddad
states,
comes
from the current
constitutional
court.
Fadal
points out that
the members of
that system of
judiciaries
were
appointed
by
the
previously
ousted Mubarak
regime.
Haddad
also tells Fadal that
the court had been
deflecting
Islamists
and Morsi at every possible
turn and was also dragging their
heels to delay the new constitution.
Fadal tells that Haddad sees
Morsi’s latest decree as positive proof
that he will do whatever it takes to
support the people of Egypt. “I think
that the pattern has always been up and
down,” Fadal quotes Haddad as stating.
“We enter into a stalemate of events
where there’s little progress happening
... insufficient change going on, but
then he [President Morsi] takes major
steps to unblock the type of challenges
Egypt’s facing.”

End of the world? Maybe not...
Ashley Quinn
Section Editor/Staff Writer

D

ecember 21, 2012 is approaching
very quickly and for years there
have been stories and speculation
about this particular date being the
end of the world. At this point, it has
been impossible to escape from seeing
somewhere that the Mayan calendar is
set to end on that day. Since the calendar
went no further; what else could it
possibly be but the end of times? The
Mayan people completely disagree.
Jaweed Kaleem, of the
Huffington Post, wrote an article
outlining Mayan outrage over the,
“deceit, lies, and twisting of truth.” In
the article, “Mayans protest ‘twisting of
truth’ over 2012 doomsday predictions”,
Kaleem points out that many of
the Mayan people of Guatemala
are outraged over the outlandish
speculation of their history. Even more
cause for the anger of the Mayan
peoples comes from the profit that so
many are making at their expense.
Felipe Gomez leads a Maya
alliance in Guatemala called, Oxlaljuj
Ajpop. Kaleem quotes Gomez as
saying they are, “turning us into
folklore-for-profit. They are not telling
the truth about time cycles.” Kaleem
goes on to explain what Gomez meant
by profit being made from his Mayan
traditions. Many travel sites and groups
are offering what has been termed
“doomsday tour packages”. Some are
even selling for as much as $5,800
a ticket. The Guatemalan Culture
Ministry is even hosting doomsday
related events that are expected to
draw, Kaleem states, as many as
90,000 people to Guatemala City.
Gomez describes in his
interview that the ending of this
particular Mayan long-count calendar
is just the beginning of a new time
cycle. He goes on to tell Kaleem

that these times signify change within
households and community to promote
balance and harmony between man-kind
and nature. Kaleem states that to combat
the propaganda and to return some sanctity
back to the Mayan people, Gomez and his
Maya alliance are planning their own events.
Gomez says that the events being planned
by Oxlaljuj Ajpop are much smaller and
more respectful to their Mayan heritage.
David Stuart, who is a professor
at the University of Texas, specializes
in Mesoamerican art. Professor Stuart
supported what Gomez had to say about
the Maya. Professor Stuart also told
Kaleem in an interview that, “The Maya
never said anything about the end of the
world or anything about a great change
in the universe on that date.” Stuart goes
on to say that a lot of the New Age views
on Mayan history are misinterpretations
and are not based on any solid evidence
archeologically
or
anthropologically.
Just for fun, go to http://www.
mna.inah.gob.mx/index.php/lacoleccion/
historia-de-la-coleccion/sala-de-monolitos.
html. This takes you to the Mexican
National Museum of Anthropology. The
main image depicted on the screen is of the
“Piedra del Sol” or the Aztec Sun Stone.
This comes from the Aztec culture that
flourished over five hundred years after the
height of the ancient Maya and is housed
at the museum. Now compare that picture
to the one found here http://theyugas.
com/2012-the-mayan-calendar-and-theyugas/, this is some random site relating
“Maya 2012” to another end of the world
prophecy and shows a “picture of the
Mayan calendar”. Notice the similarities?
Still believe all the hype about the end of
the world? Maybe not…
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Fall
Final Schedule

Vining Library
Hours

WVU Tech Final Examination Schedule
Fall 2012

If your class regularly meets at this
time …
8:00 MWF or any combination
11:00 MWF or any combination
1:00 MWF or any combination
9:00 or 9:30 R only
Monday Evening Classes

8:00 – 9:50
10:00 – 11:50
1:00 – 2:50
3:00 – 4:50
6:00 – 8:00
8:00 – 9:50
10:00 – 11:50
1:00 – 2:50

Other class times not listed

3:00 – 4:50

Tuesday Evening Classes

6:00 – 8:00
8:00 – 9:50
10:00 – 11:50
1:00 – 2:50
3:00 – 4:50

Wednesday Evening Classes

6:00 – 8:00

8:00 or 8:30 TR, T or R
10:00 TR, T, or R
2:00 or 2:30 TR or T only
3:00 or 3:30 TR or T only

8:00 – 9:50
10:00 – 11:50
1:00 – 2:50
3:00 – 4:50

Thursday Evening Classes
3:00 or 3:30 R only
9:00 MWF, MW, M or daily
3:00 or 3:30 MWF or MW or daily
4:00 MWF or MW or daily

Sunday:
12:30pm – 9pm
Monday-Thursday:
7:30am – 9pm
Friday:
7:30am – 4:30pm
Saturday:
Closed

Your final examination is at this On this date …
time …

9:00 or 9:30 TR or T only
11:00 TR
12:00 or 12:30 TR, T, or R

10:00 MWF or any combination
12:00 MWF or any combination
2:00 MWF or any combination
2:00 or 2:30 R only

December 7, 2012

6:00 – 8:00
8:00 – 9:50
10:00 – 11:50
1:00 – 2:50
3:00 – 4:50

Monday
December 10

Tuesday
December 11

Wednesday
December 12

Thursday
December 13

Friday
December 14

All classes beginning after 5:00 p.m. are considered to be evening classes.
“Snow Days” may require last-minute changes to this schedule.

Tech Collegian’s

Tip of the Week

In the case that you find yourself down to the wire just cracking the books open
to study at the last minute, here are a few helpful techniques that could make your
last-minute studying more effective.
-Make an outline of the material you will need to study. This helps you to break
down the big beasty into small, less intimidating chunks.
-Spend the most time focusing on material that you are the least familiar with;
briefly skim over the stuff you already know to make the best use of your limited
time.
-After you read something, cover it up and quiz yourself on it to see how well it
stuck in your mind. Frequently do this throughout your study session.
-Eliminate all distractions. This means turn off your phone, TV and laptop (or
internet if you are using PowerPoint notes).
-Think up comical ways of remembering tough details, the crazier the better it will
stick out in your mind.

Maybe.... he thought. Good final
grades don’t come from the store.
Maybe, passing my final perhaps
means a little bit more.

Preparing for those dreaded
finals
Lindsay McDowall
Staff Writer

T

he week we all dread is almost upon
us – finals week. For those new to
this game, you are probably wondering
how you are going to make it through the
coming weeks. For those of us who have
been around the block a few times, this is
nothing we cannot handle. Or so we feel!
You can never be too prepared
for finals week. While some may blow it
off, it may be the most important week
of the semester. Final exams usually
count for at least 20 percent of a grade,
if not more. The million dollar question
that passes through everyone’s mind
– how do you prepare for finals week?
Most exams are going to be
cumulative exams, meaning
that the material for the exam is
everything that has been covered
the whole semester. Exams
like that require a good bit of
studying. So how does one study
for it? Work forwards, and start
early! Begin studying for the exam
at least a week beforehand, if not
more. Start with chapter one
and work your way to the end.
The material towards the latter
chapters is fresher in our mind,
so it allows you some breathing
room if you do not quite make it
through everything. Everything
from the beginning of the class
definitely needs some review, so it is best
to start there. If you Google practice
exams, you are more than likely to find
a few for any class. Obviously they will
not necessarily be the same questions
or style as your exam, but the material
is the same and can help you prepare.
Most people make the mistake
of over-studying. Yes, over-studying is
possible. The more stressed you get,
the more you are going to try to cram
information into your brain, and the
more likely you are to forget it all.
When you study, study one subject at a
time. Study for an hour to an hour and
a half and then take a fifteen minute
break and move around. Not only will
you reenergize your body because of
the blood flow, but your mind will be
able to take a break as well. You will
be able to sit down and be ready to
study and retain all that information!
Make sure to eat properly
throughout the week. That 3 a.m.
McDonald’s run may seem like a good
idea at the time, but it will back-fire

when all that salt and fat is weighing you
down and making you sluggish. Keep
some Nutella, peanut butter and bread
on hand for the 3 a.m. munchies. In the
mornings or when you are feeling tired,
eat an apple. Studies have proven that
apples are more effective than caffeine
at keeping you awake and energized.
When you have multiple exams
in one day it can seem super stressful.
Start studying twice as long beforehand.
For example, if you would normally
study one day for a day that has only one
exam, make it two days for that day that
has two exams. Depending on the best
way for you personally to learn and study,
you can either alternate subject every
few hours or every whole day. The time
just before your first exam, focus on that
first exam. In your break in the middle,

grab a snack and review your notes for
your second exam. If you do not have a
break in between them, then just grab a
snack and relax. Taking exams is stressful!
The night before your exam,
get some sleep! This cannot be stressed
enough. The old adage saying, “Well
rested, well tested,” is tried and true. The
less sleepy you are, the more you will be
able to retain and the more you will be able
to focus when you actually sit down to take
the exam. You will be able to keep your eyes
open and not fall asleep during the exam!
When studying for final exams,
never fore-go your personal health. When
you are feeling your best, you will do your best!
If you prepare properly and tackle
these exams with confidence, you will do
well. Ask your professors what exactly
will be on the exam that way you are not
wasting time studying for things you will
not be tested on. Get the right amount of
sleep the night beforehand. And remember,
if you fail it is not the end of the world! We
have all been there and done that before!
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Featured class: Intro to video
game & multimedia writing
Ryan Stevens
Staff Writer

T

hroughout each semester every
individual has his or her own
personal interests in specific classes. Math,
science, English, history and even elective
classes sit in certain ways. Math Majors
most likely enjoy more math classes as
Computer Science Majors enjoy more
hands on projects using programming.
College classes have been made to help
individuals earn experience in a career
path they find best suited for their needs.
One particular class in mind is that of
the English 303 which is Introduction
to video game and multimedia writing.
This class struck me as interesting
since not many schools offer this kind
of class. Many schools just offer the
general education needed for students
that know what career they want to
get into. Also, the students who want
different degrees can have variety in
the classes they choose. Some students
may have a Computer Science degree
but want a career in video game design.
What this class does is allow
students with goals to be video game
designers to see and experience the writing
side of video games; creating stories and
summing them up on the back of the game
as well as designing how the customers
will view the story line themselves.
The class can be signed up for
online using the STAR system of MIX. The
class is available during the spring semester
of 2013 to any student wishing to take the

class. It currently has three students so
far and is looking for more to join. The
course is instructed by Dr. Mitrik who
is teaching English 101 and 102 as well.
Mitrik originally created this
class because students had been asking
for a class such as one of Video Game
Design using writing. Having this class
offered allows students to feel what it
will be like to experience writing within
game design. The key significance of the
class is to generally challenge a student’s
mind to be creative and outgoing in such
a way to move outside the boundaries
of an everyday English environment.
This way, students can write down what
ideas they encounter and expand upon
those ideas. This also makes a variety
career options available for students.
Students who have Computer
Science degrees can pursue a career
in writing for international gaming
companies as well as being able to
program, in teams, the games they are
assigned to create. Students can explore
the options within teamwork and how
exactly it closely relates them to their
dream job. Having an understanding
of your job before you decide to take
on the challenge after college is a great
step to becoming exactly what you intend
to be when you have completed school.
Have a good Christmas break and happy
holidays!

Senior thesis project highlight
Lindsay McDowall
Staff Writer

J

ordan Brooksher, a senior Business
Major, has been working hard all
semester long on his senior project. I
conducted an interview with him about
his project which is below. His project
is unique and will help Tech on its’
path of revitalization. Jordan’s project
encompasses everything that Tech is
about – students, unity and pride.

Q: What is your project?
A: My current project is constantly
evolving due to students injecting ideas
and energy. The main goal as I began
my project was to display all forms of art
that students create in the library. Now
the project is geared towards integrating
students’ work into the fabric that Tech is
made of.
Q: Do you have a partner?
A: My main partner is Joseph Bush who
has been invaluable to this art movement.
Dr. Mitrik hooked us up and gave me
insight into the future of the art program
at Tech. Dr. Mitrik has a deep passion
for students and understands each
department’s value. Mrs. Rucker, Mrs
Elliot, Monika Becker, and Mike Sheldon
have given invaluable advice, insight, and
support to make this project a reality.
Q: Why did you choose this project?
A: I chose this project to simply give art
students pride and publicity on Tech’s
campus. However, the project has turned
into the art students using their talent to
save the art program.

Q: How does it pertain to your
major?
A: This project has allowed me to grasp
the interdependence of every program
here at Tech and see how a college
community parallels society on a smaller
scale. Just as businesses in the real
world need engineers to create, artists
to promote, writers to form company
messages, accountants to balance budgets
and stores to sell; Tech needs to utilize all
facets of the programs and students to
sustain itself.
Q: Will it benefit Tech? If so, how?
A: When any business utilizes all of its
assets appropriately and effectively the
margin for failure greatly decreases.
Tech is a business and I want them to
by challenge students to bare some of
the burden and tackle tasks normally
reserved for administrative personnel,
then watch students persevere. The
training students receive in the classroom
is wasted and leaves them ill prepared for
the work force if students are not taking
an active role in Techs society. Tech is
a community and a family, though our
majors differ, our function is to move
Tech.
Jordan is also the captain of
the WVU Tech soccer team, a member
of the Student Activities Board and a
resident assistant in Ratliff Residence
Hall. He is a caring, vivacious man and is
well liked across campus. His coworkers,
team mates and supervisors all enjoy
his company. He will definitely go on to
change the world when he graduates!
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Research opportunities for
Spring semester 2013
Jordyn Thompson
Editor in Chief

R

esearch can be a pivotal
component of an ambitious
student’s education. It allows the
student to delve deep into the detailed
aspects of a particular subject,
something that is not possible to
achieve in a general class. Becoming
involved with research give a student
the chance to get their feet wet for
the first time and see firsthand the
principles at play in their area of
study. Some professors have their
research topic already mapped out
and students are open to assist in their
research, while other professors are
open to suggestions for topics of study
from the students that wish to take part.
In my opinion, it is a
hands-on approach that aids in the
understanding of a subject on a
more acute level. Participation in
undergraduate research in your area
of study can make all the difference
in the world when it comes to getting
accepted into a graduate school
program. Experience is everything,
so make it a point to be a part of the
research in your department at some
point during your career as a WVU
Tech Student. The professors that you
will be working alongside are experts
in their respective fields and have
multitudes of great advice for the
eager minds of their students.
The following departments
will be conducting research next
semester. Some departments list the
names of the professors that will be
supervising the research while others
designate it as “Staff ”.

Biology
Dr. Beutler
Dr. Wellstead
Dr. Umphress
Dr. Neary

Chemistry
Staff

Civil Engineering Technology
Dr. Al-Nasra

Economics
Dr. Wilson

Psychology
Dr. Lieving
Dr. Hall

Sociology & Anthropology
Dr. Rezek
If I have missed anything, I apologize.

Independent study
Ashley Quinn
Section Editor/Staff Writer

M

ost students at WVU Tech
towards the end of their
academic career are given the
opportunity to run independent
research. This opportunity is beneficial
for students who are planning to
further their education in graduate
programs. Many schools are looking
for students who have experience
applying the knowledge they gain
during undergraduate studies in their
particular field. That is not to say that
internships are any less important,
but conducting independent research
is physical proof that students have
an understanding and familiarity
with their field. This also gives
students the opportunity to have their
works published in journals and to
have their name out in academia.
I opted for an independent
study myself this semester and have
had the pleasure of continuing
research began by Dr. Gregory Lieving
on the topic of resurgence. T h i s
is
a
behavioral
phenomenon
that
occurs
during
extinction of other
behaviors.
During
extinction,
organisms
will
exhibit
previously
learned behavior that recently
elicited
a
specific
reinforcer.
It is this particular occurrence
of previously learned behavior that I am
looking for in Sprague-Dawley rats. The
research that I am currently running is
designed by Dr. Lieving and is looking

for a specific type of resurgence. We are
interested in within-session resurgence. In
other words, we are looking for resurgence
that occurs within a small, set time frame
as opposed to over an extended period.
In every day language, we have
taught the rats to press a lever to receive
food pellets on a variable interval schedule.
So, on an average of t-seconds the rats
will receive a food pellet regardless of
how many times they have pressed the
left lever. Almost mid-way through the
session, however, we change the schedule
to progressive ratio. During this period the
rats have learned to press the opposite lever
n+1 times to receive a food pellet. The
number of times they have to press the lever
to receive food will get higher and higher
the more times they lever press. The idea is
that after the rats have to press the lever so
many times without receiving a food pellet
it will extinct the behavior for pressing
the right lever. What we are interested
in then is the return to left lever pressing.
It may not sound terribly exciting,
but running research alone has been both a
pleasant and educating experience. I have
gained knowledge into the specifics on
how to set up and run behavioral research
and how to interpret the data. This is
very valuable for the continuation of my
education. Having had the experience,
I
would
definitely
recommend
independent studies for any student
at Tech. It is an opportunity for
students to pick a
topic of interest
within their field to
explore at a level
much more in depth than is possible
in the classroom. It also allows students to
work one-on-one with an expert in their
field and develop a valuable relationship
with that professor. That, in and of itself, is
well worth the experience.

SPORTS
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Golden Bear Sports Briefs
Men’s Basketball
On November 9 and 10, The fighting Golden Bears took on Wilberforce University and the University of Rio Grande in Rio Grande, Ohio, and
traveled back to Montgomery with two victories after taking them both down with scores of 87-75 and 88-82. Two days later, the team traveled
to Glenville, West Virginia to battle the Pioneers and, after a very close game, ended up dropping it with a score of 95-96. The next victory came
from Fairmont State University where the Bears came out on top 87-83. The next two games were losses for the Bears and were against Bluefield
College and Chowan University. After that, against Lander University, Tech added another victory to their record with a score of 80-76.
David Rawlinson

Women’s Basketball
The women’s fighting Golden Bear basketball team has been pretty consistent so far this season. On November 9 and 10, they battled Wilberforce
University and Miami University-Middleton in Rio Grande, Ohio and came back with two victories, 81-74 and 97-76. While these two games
were extremely successful, the next three games ended up being losses to the Bears against Concord University, Milligan College and Virginia
Intermont College with scores of 81-86, 65-83 and 67-71 respectfully.

Amber Tully

Wrestling
The Golden Bear wrestling team opened their season off with the Mount Union Invitational on November 10. John Walters had the best
individual finish with 5th place in the 149 lb. bracket. The team came in 6th place at the end of the tournament. The next tournament was the
Sam Case Duals in Westminster, Maryland. WVU Tech defeated Southern Virginia University with team score of 24-12 but lost to McDaniel
College 45-8 and the University of Maryland: Baltimore County 42-7. The Bob Simile memorial tournament will take place in the Baisi Center
on December 8.

No Picture Availible

Swimming
The men’s swimming team had three home swim meets in the past few weeks, and ended up winning all three of them. The first meet was on
November 10 against Frostburg State University and after all the laps were swam, the final team score was 107-78 in Tech’s favor. On November
17, against Bethany College, Tech also had a winning score of 77-18 Also on November 17, the team defeated Davis and Elkins 74-16. It is very
difficult for the women’s team to win with team scores because of a lack of swimmers on the team. Against Frostburg State University, the team
lost 42-111. Against Bethany College, the final score was a loss with 18-63, and a 19-35 loss was the score of the meet against Davis and Elkins.
Greg Anderson

Golden Bear Throwbacks
Neal Baisi Hall of Fame
Joe Sherfey
Staff Writer

N

eal Baisi coached for twelve years
while at WVU Tech and held a
win/loss record of 263-83. The first six
years of his career amazed the fans as he
averaged over one hundred points per
game for five out of the six years. Then
in 1957, he was voted Coach of the Year.
But that is not all he accomplished.
He also became the first
member of the Hall of Fame of
the Montgomery branch of the
NAACP in 1966. Then
he was elected into the
NAIA Hall of Fame
in 1988. Still, even
after these amazing
feats, he continued
to show his ambition
in the game. He
won titles in
1952, ’58,
’64 and ’65
as well as
conference
titles
in
’56 and ’63.
Not only did he win titles,
he also won awards such as the Mike
McLaughlin Award and the Potomac
State College Alumni Achievement.
Neal Baisi may not be with us
but his spirit will live on in the lives of
those who he inspired.

SPORTS
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Wrestling outlook
Ryan Stevens
Staff Writer

W

ith appreciation to schools academics
comes the athletic side that helps to
bring students together as one. Basketballs,
baseball, volleyball all have their own
importance to each school. One sport,
on the other hand, we are going to pay a
little more close attention to: the wrestling
team and what they have to offer for Tech.
I had the chance to ask some
members of the team a few questions to
really understand how they feel about
this season so far. John Walters, aka
Jdub, Junior; Conrad lacey, Sophomore;
Al Yasin, Sophomore; Chance Smith,
Sophomore; Steve Hurt Jr., Freshman;
Darren
Streets,
Freshman;
Dirk,
Freshman; and Ryan Stevens(myself),
Freshman are among the wrestlers of
the team. I had a chance to talk with Al,
as well as Darren to get an idea of how
they see the team’s career this year. “I’m
looking forward to a great season,” says Al.
“The new wrestlers expand on our overall
skill and aggressiveness. We have not lost
any previous members of the team so our
group will only gradually get stronger.”
Al also was kind enough to give
us some insight on how he sees each
practice every day. “Practice makes a
team what it is. Having a good coach
who challenges our abilities each practice
makes us work at our best every day. Our

team’s strength is based off of our
mental toughness. We do not complain
or make excuses, we do as the coach asks
and that, in itself, makes us successful.”
In another light, we asked that
Darren answer some similar questions,
what he feels is the best part of our
practice, what makes our team strong
and how he feels about the season
ahead. Darren states, “Obtaining the
experience and knowledge from coach
makes us strong. Getting to know
the team contributes to the overall
experience of being with a great team.
The best aspect about our team is that
we have a good coach and a group
of wrestlers willing to put everything
on the line. Each day practice has a
new, unique taste. Hard work is put
in and the results definitely have and
will show on the mat each weekend.”
For the wrestling team, this
year’s success is looking up and bright.
The training schedule consists of four
days of training on the mat and one
day dedicated to relaxing and moving
around in the pool. As of now, the
team consists of about eight wrestlers
continually growing and dedicating hard
work to the cause. What does this mean
for Tech? This team brings a chance to
prove that, with dedication, anything
can be made possible. The career is
very bright for the young team and time
will only show how much the team can
really achieve over the next few years.

Self-defense class at Tech
Ryan Stevens
Staff Writer

W

hat is Martial Arts? Martial Arts
is a way of being able to defend
yourself at all costs when a person attacks
you or a friend out on the street. Martial
arts can be used for sports purposes as well
such as MMA (Mixed Martial Arts) but
is mainly used for your own protection.
When you think of self-defense
it should be thought of as a way of life.
You fight so that you may walk in peace
and not have to fight to the best of your
abilities. Walking in peace does not mean
being able to fight and beat everyone;
it means to live life with the wellness of
others more than your own personal needs.
Now you may ask, “What other
kinds of Martial Arts are there?” Aikido,
Hapkido, Judo, Ju-Jitsu, Kickboxing,
KungFu, Muay Thai, Ninjitsu, Sambo,
Boxing, Krav Maga and Systema are
all types of self-defense systems. Also,
people can and may create their own selfdefense system to teach their own mix of
fighting. Punches, kicks, counters, blocks,
movement and ground work are all a part
of the technique involved. When being
taught the information you first learn

slowly at a good pace, then work your
way into speed and aggressiveness that
you will see out in your everyday life.
You may now be thinking,
“What type of Martial Arts would
I like to do? How do I find it? Who
should I talk to? Where should I go to
get started right away?” The answers
to your questions are simple. Tech has
its own self-defense class that helps
students to survive. For the rest of this
semester (December), every Monday
and Wednesday at 7 p.m. to 8 p.m., a
self-defense class called Sessen Close
Combat Martial Arts is held in the Tech
Ballroom. During the spring semester we
will also be holding the same class in the
Tech Ballroom from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. for
any student interested in the program.
One important thing to
remember is…it is free! Anyone coming
in or out of the class does not have to
pay a single fee. The class is held strictly
for students who would like to get help
with Martial Arts or even just to tone
up their skills. For more information
contact
Ryan
Stevens
(myself)
through cell phone or e-mail address.
Cell phone: 859-512-4990, Email:
rjstevens@mix.wvu.edu

YOUR
AD
HERE, BRAH
for more info e-mail
tech-collegian.mail.wvu.edu
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Tech Swimming from front page
University of the Cumberlands where
he coached for a couple months before
getting hired at WVU Tech, where
he officially started on September 21.
“We’ve done really well [so
far],” says Rogers. “The kids are
dropping a lot of times this year. Our
training has been looking pretty solid,
and I hope we can continue our success.”
Junior transfer student from
Marshall University Frankie Hilbert
believes the season has been positive
so far. “As a women’s team we have
done pretty well considering we only
have four girls,” says Hilbert, who has
swam competitively since she was six
years old. “We have had some first
places and competed individually with
some teams that have been in place
for a long time. The only weakness for
us right now is… numbers. We only
have four girls so it’s hard to compete
as a team without more swimmers.”
Freshman breaststroke and
individual medley swimmer Jack
Cavanagh has similar thoughts. “I

think the team is taking advantage of its
full potential so far this season and I’m
excited to see what else is in store for us.”
The future of the program looks
promising. “My goals are to do well at our
conference meet in February,” says Rogers, “and
qualify as many kids to nationals as we can.”
“I think that the rest of our season
is promising,” says Cavanagh, “we have
great swimmers and strong athletes who are
willing to put in the work to be successful.”
Hilbert also has high, positive hopes
for the season. “I’m hoping to make some
national cuts at the upcoming meets and be able
to go to nationals in Oklahoma in the middle
of February,” she says. “Hopefully we will get
all of our swimmers eligible and be able to have
a relay [team] make it to nationals as well.”
The newest addition to the athletics
department involves a dynamic group of
young adults and a new, young, knowledgeable
coach that all have high hopes for success and
the determination to turn them into reality.
The future is bright for the program, and I
look forward to seeing it grow stronger in the
coming years.
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contact
Ne Morris Creek Watershed
Association, Inc.
a non-profit organization

Call Mike King at 304.545.6116
email: morriscreekwatershed@frontier.com
Located less than two miles from Tech’s campus
Transportation is available if needed!
Cleaning!
Minor Repairs!
Tree Planting!
K-Dam Construction!
Water Quality Testing!
Projects available all day, every day!
Building a Better Tomorrow, Today, One Drop at a Time

Upcoming Sports Events

You Don’t Want To Miss!
MEN’S BASKETBALL

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

December: 1 2 p.m.		
Bellarmine University

December 22 2 p.m.		
Southern Polytechnic St. University

December 15 7:30 p.m.
Concord University

January 14
7 p.m.		
Milligan College

January 10
3 p.m.		
University of Maine-Fort Kent

January 16
5:30 p.m.
Virginia University of Lynchburg

January 16
7:30 p.m.
Virginia University of Lynchburg

January 28
6 p.m.		
University of Pikeville

January 26
3 p.m.		
Campbell’s University

January 30
7 p.m.		
Voorhees College			
A.I.I Conference Game

January 29
7 p.m.		
WVU Parkersburg
February 2
4 p.m.		
Ohio Midwestern College		
Baisi Center Classic

February 2
2 p.m.		
Notre Dame College
February 6
5:30 p.m.
Grande University

R i o

February 6
7:30 p.m.
Southern Virginia University

February 16
2 p.m.		
Park University

Point

February 16
4 p.m.		
Central State University
		
Senior Night

WRESTLING				
February 13
7 p.m.		
Ohio
Valley University			
Senior Night

SPORTS
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What is your best
"get in shape" tip?
“Running is a very good way to get in shape but depending
on what kind of “in shape” you want to be, there are different
ways. Weight training and protein intake are good muscle
builders, and cardio work outs and taking care of food intake
are good ways to lose weight and get lean.”
–Craig Mitchell, Sophomore [Soccer]

Not Pictured

“Muscles need oxygen for even the most basic movements.
However, when running, oxygen to the muscles is a key factor
in performance. Try this short exercise to help your body
breathe better. Start in a lunge position, then jump up and
forward while pushing off of your front leg. Do 3 rounds of 10
sets per leg, 3 nonconsecutive days and increase the amount
each week. Your muscles will thank you for it.
– Amanda Neff, Junior [Cross Country]

“High protein diet for building muscle especially after
workouts.”
– Zach Thomas, Sophomore [Baseball]

“Don’t be lazy, and be consistent.”
– Emily Geldbach, Junior [ Softball]

“Eat healthy, do exercises on a regular basis and don’t let your
weight be your main preoccupation. No matter how much you
weigh, if you feel in shape, you are in shape. Shape up!”
– Edson Bjora, Junior [Soccer]
“I’d have to say the best way to get in shape is to run in
some way. Whether it’s sprints or distance, it always has great
results. Running is definitely not my favorite but it’s the best.
You also have to be conscious of what you’re eating because
you can’t just splurge on a meal ‘cause you just ran, that’s just
counterproductive.”
– Jacki Wood, Sophomore [Softball]

Fall 2012 Pool Hours
(Pool will be closed for all home athletic events and holidays.)

Monday - Friday
1:00 - 4:00 p.m
8:00 - 10:00 p.m.
Wednesday
1:00 - 3:00 p.m - Free Faculty and Staff Swim
Friday
8:00 – 10:00 p.m. - Free Community Swim
sponsored by the Fayette and Kanawha County Commissions

Saturday
Noon – 4:00 p.m.
Sunday
1:00 – 4:00 p.m.

December 7, 2012

Off the Court from front page
and all that entails, as well as working
hard for your team and learning the
fundamentals of the game. Not only is
this good for the kids to learn, but it also
builds relationships with the kids. A lot of
Tech players are not from this direct area,
so the Valley kids do not know them. But
since this event was held, they were able
to put faces to the names that they hear
about, and therefore know who they are.
The following day, the
entire Valley Middle
School team came
to the Baisi Center
to watch the Tech
game and cheer
on their team.
The next
event that will be
performed by the
team is a ‘Skills for
Kids’ clinic. A date
has not yet been set
for this event, but it
will most likely take
place in December. This
will be a two and half hour
clinic that is open for all boys
and girls ages 5-12 or so. In the past,
anywhere from 50-80 kids showed up
and practiced in the Baisi Center with
the team on ball handling, passing and
shooting. The Tech players demonstrate
the fundamentals of the game for the kids
and then the kids have a chance to practice
what they have learned. If there is time at

the end, a short contest is held and the kids
all have fun learning their new skills. This
also develops relationships with the youth
and allows the kids to meet the Tech players
and build friendships with good role models.
At the end of this event, the team always
performs a slam dunk show and makes
all the kids’ jaws drop with amazement.
Also, in the summer, head coach
Bob Williams hosts a Little Stars Basketball
Camp at Tech for boys
and girls ages 6-15.
This is a week-long
camp where kids
come in MondayFriday from 9-3 p.m.
and learn new skills
and drills dealing
with
basketball.
The
entire
school is amazed
at what our men’s
team can do on the
court when it comes
to putting points up on
the scoreboard. What also
amazes us, is what they do
off the court. They really value
the importance of giving back to the
community, and trying to make brighter
futures for this generation’s youth. To show
your appreciation for the team, be sure to
come watch the team do their thing in the
Baisi gymnasium, and cheer them on as
they bring back another victory!

Intramural Stats
Ultimate Frisbee
Cowboys and Anthrax (4-5)
Buffalo (2-7)
Hi Flyers (9-0)
The Avengers (3-6)
Basketball
BAMF (0-7)
Buffalo (5-2)
Soccer Squad (5-2)
4 Jerks and a Squirt (2-1)
Monstars (3-1)
B.D.S. (7-0)
Face-off (2-5)
Team Kessler (2-5)
Volleyball
BAMF (1-5)
Craig’s Awesome Adventure Team (4-2)
The Latinos (5-2)
Buffalo (3-3)
Dodgeball
Average Joes (4-0)
Craig’s Awesome Adventure Team (3-1)
The Latinos (1-3)
Buffalo (3-1)
Note- results may have changed due to more games being played

OPINIONS
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Grin and Bear It!
High school the sequel
Joe Sherfey
Staff Writer
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inally, you graduate from high school
and are ready to experience college.
You are able to try new things without
people criticizing you; or at least that is
what you think. Sure it will be different
from what you are used to but people are
basically the same. Still the same backbiting people you had to deal with back in
high school. Even though you may have
grown up and been ready for a more mature
setting, that does not mean everyone else
is. People talking crap about that guy who
likes to party all the time or that girl who
cannot control herself. If it was any of our
business, they would tell us. If you are not
able to stay out of someone else’s business
then you are the one with a problem.
College is a place that you should
be able to be you and accept those around
you for who they are. Guilty parties should
stop being inconsiderate and stop judging
others before you know them. You do
not understand who that person is unless
you get to know them. Once you get to
know them, it is fine if you do not enjoy
their company; but that does not mean
you can spread rumors about them.
Trying new things is a part of
being in college. It will show you what
you enjoy and what you do not. Honestly,
if you come to college with your feelings
on your shoulders it will be harder. Stop
caring what others think but also those
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Yay: The semester is almost
over!
Nay: FINALS :(
Yay: Eggnog
Yay: Holiday decorations
Yay: Hannukah!
Nay: Dead Week not being dead
Nay: Long lines at the stores
Yay: Old Main almost is done
Nay: Late grad checks
Yay: Bad weather
Yay: Christmas!
Nay: Sketchy cell phone service
Yay: Donating to Toys for Tots
Nay: Being a Scrouge
Yay: Christmas Parades
Yay: Kwanzaa
Yay: Bacon
Yay: Holiday music
Yay: Gingerbread houses

who like to cause problems need to grow
up. You are an adult now, show it. There
are plenty of adults in the world who
act like they are still teenagers. Do you
want to be one of those adults? Where
will it get you in life? It is time to grow
up and stop holding grudges. Be the
better person and ignore other people’s
acts of immaturity. Show that you are
better than mainstream ignorance.
Life was meant to be enjoyed
and shared with others. Friends were
meant to stick together, not talk about
each other over silly follies. Show how
true of a friend you are and I am sure
you will have more true friends yourself.
Start appreciating those friends you have
around you, you never know what will
happen tomorrow. I have lost a few friends
to drugs and I wish I would have been
there more often for them. It is sad how
many problems could have been stopped
if people would be there for their friends
when they need them most. That is why
I try my best to be there for anyone who
needs it. You are not promised tomorrow
so do what you plan for tomorrow today.
There is backbiting everywhere
you go, but we are the reason it happens.
Seems like we all take part in it; but
should we? There is never a right time
to talk trash about someone else. So
follow your heart and enjoy the time you

have been given. Stop worrying so much
about what everyone else is doing. In the
end you will be a much better person
because of it. You can take my advice
or leave it, but I ask that you at least try.
One day maybe we will see
the problems we cause when we decide
to judge someone else. Next time you
think about spreading a rumor, think
about the problems that person may
have experienced in their life. You might
just be adding to the damage. I know I
have caused enough problems in others’
lives to regret it all. When you take a
step back and analyze the situation, you
realize when you are wrong. We all have
stuff in our life we wish would not have
happened; so why would we want to cause
one of those moments for someone else?
Another problem in college is
procrastination. We all do it, whether
it is from playing Xbox until the early
hours of morning or staying up and
partying with friends. Whatever the case
may be, we put off a lot assignments in
the process. I know I do more often than
not and suffer in the end for it. So I have
some helpful tips to avoid doing that.
First, you can try to set a schedule on your
phone or buy a dry-erase calendar. If that
does not work, you can try eliminating
the distractions by going to a quiet area
alone to do school work. If you are like

me though, you might want some music
playing so you can avoid focusing on how
quiet it is around you. If neither of these
works you may just need more self-control.
Seems like there are more problems
in college than most realize. Between all the
homework, stress, pressure to pass, drama,
work and procrastination we have barely any
time to enjoy life. There is always something
pulling us down. It will never change unless
you take a step to change it on your own.
People are standing around waiting for
something to happen. Are you going to
wait around until something changes? Or
will you be the one to change it? It may
seem too hard, but believe in yourself and
keep going. That is another problem with
some people. They do not have enough
confidence to do what needs to be done.
The major problems in our life are
due to usually one component: ourselves.
We need to change that and stop hindering
ourselves from what we know we can do.
If you believe you can do it then you will
be able to do it. All the problems in your
life can begin to recede if you start with
yourself. If we would stop worrying about
everyone else we could enjoy life more. Life
is not fair, but we are the ones that make it
that way. If you can take anything from this,
I would ask that it would be to have a more
introspective view of life.

Democrats vs. Republicans vs. Conservatives
Jordan Hill
Staff Writer

T

he big debate in Congress over
the fiscal cliff continues to rage,
but it is a fight unlike the usual brawls
over the budgetary issues. Not only are
Democrats and Republicans fighting,
but so are Republicans within their
own party. The Tea Party Republicans
who are sticking to their 2010 promise
of fiscal conservatism are not bowing to
President Obama’s demand for more
revenue by raising taxes. They firmly
believe that raising taxes on anyone in
an economic slump will hurt more than
it will help. Plus, they do not want to
put more power into the hands of the
federal government. Their thought is
that Washington does not have a revenue
problem, but that they have a spending
problem. Even though some Republicans
are standing with their feet rooted in the
ground, some are breaking from their
Taxpayer Protection Pledge made to the
American public and to Americans for
Tax Reform President Grover Norquist;
one being Republican House Speaker
John Boehner.
Boehner recently proposed a
plan to the White House that included
$800 billion in new tax revenue through
tax reform, $600 billion in health savings,
$300 billion in other entitlement savings,
and another $300 billion in savings
elsewhere in the discretionary federal
budget in an attempt to compromise
with the President and Democrats, but
conservatives in Congress who refuse
to raise taxes would have none of that.
They immediately jumped on the plan
with sharp criticism for Boehner. The
speaker’s, “offer of an $800 billion tax
hike will destroy jobs and allow politicians
in Washington to spend even more,”
according to Senator Jim DeMint of

South Carolina. Senator DeMint is not
the only one firing at him. Conservative
think tanks like the Heritage Foundation,
as well as Texas Congressman Louie
Gohmert also showed criticism.
According to Gohmert, Boehner’s
proposal is, “not a good place to start.”
Son of former presidential candidate Ron
Paul, Senator Rand Paul of Kentucky,
said it would be, “a huge mistake to
raise taxes. It will cripple the economy.”
Despite risking political suicide
by compromising, Speaker Boehner’s
proposal was rejected by the White
House. They thought it was out of
balance, vague and lacking a tax rate
hike. President Obama is not backing
down. He wants more, $800 billion
more. In the minds of conservatives,
they do not want to raise taxes by $1.6
trillion on anyone, including those
earnings $250,000 or more like President
Obama wants. Their thought is that
raising taxes on the same Americans that
are already paying the majority of taxes
is simply a political move that will not
put a dent in the deficit. The President
is touting the $600 billion in spending
cuts in his proposal trying to show
Americans that he is trying to work with
Republicans and be fiscally responsible,
although $200 billion of those cuts
will be offset by another stimulus
program and other spending programs.

That does not sit well with the right.
President Obama will argue that
the American people agree with his plan
because he was reelected in November,
but Republicans can make the same
argument because they retained control
in the House of Representatives. In all
reality, conservatives have made a great
point. You probably heard the saying as
a child, “you’re burning a hole in your
pocket.” Your parents likely told you that
when you got money for your birthday and
you went shopping wanting to buy the first
thing you saw. Likewise, the government is
known for taxing income in the name of
paying down the debt and deficit, but the
more money they get, the more they want
to spend, and in an irresponsible way. It
is time to start making real cuts. Without
them, cutting a little bit here and a little bit
there means nothing. If Republicans and
Democrats are not committed to balancing
the budget, they are just fighting each other
with the same argument. Both parties
continue to push us closer and closer to the
fiscal cliff with their progressive policies,
if we have not already tipped over it.
Obviously serious cuts will not be popular
among some in the American electorate,
but making the hard decisions comes
with the job when you commit yourself to
being a statesman instead of just another
politician.
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Why is it important to get involved in organizations and
events?
Lindsay McDowall
Staff Writer

H

ere at Tech, there is plenty to get
involved in. Just a few organizations
are the Association of Computer
Machinery, the Society of Human
Resource Management, the Criminal
Justice Student Association and more.
There are many, many benefits to
getting involved in the organizations here
at Tech. Many of them are professional
organizations that relate directly to certain
majors, which look excellent on a resume.
When you are involved in organizations,
you are more likely to get looked at for a
job than the person who was not involved
at all. When you write down that you
were involved in an organization, it shows
that you are able to work in a team, you
have dedication and, most importantly,
that you have interest in the field.
Tech is also such a small campus
that when you do get involved you have a
large say in what happens. I am currently
the secretary of the Student Government
Association, and those who know me well
know that I have an opinion on most
everything. Because I am involved with
SGA, my opinion gets heard by more
people and I have watched some of my
ideas be put into action. The same has
happened to countless other people.
I have personally greatly benefited
from being involved around campus.
Currently, I am a resident assistant in
Ratliff Hall, a member of the American
Institute for Chemical Engineers, the
president of Alpha Sigma Tau Sorority,
the secretary of the Student Government
Association and of course a staff writer for
the Tech Collegian. I am well known on
campus. This not only presents me with
multitudes of other opportunities; such as
attending conferences on behalf of Tech,
but it gives me a large pool of people to
draw from when I am wondering who

to put as a reference on my resume.
I have gained an incredible
amount of leadership experience through
my sorority, Alpha Sigma Tau. I never
would have gained that experience
otherwise. Alpha Sigma Tau has taught
me skills that most other organizations do
not, such as graciousness and connections.
In the American Institute for
Chemical Engineers, I am learning
what exactly my field of major, chemical
engineering, holds for me. AIChE
has provided its members with life
experience, such as touring chemical
plants and building the ChemE car, a
car that runs on chemical engineering
principles and chemical reactions.
The Tech Collegian has
provided me with a creative outlet and
looks amazing on my resume. As an
engineering major, most employers think
I cannot write as well as someone such
as an English major. And generally, that
is true, engineering majors are better
with math and science than English. So
when an employer sees that I can write
because I have the Tech Collegian on
my resume, I suddenly become a more
valuable candidate for employment.
Organizations allow you to
grow as a leader, as a student, as a
team member and more. But they also
provide something that is priceless –
friends. Most of my friends are from
organizations I am involved in. My
sorority sisters are my best and closest
friends, but I have no doubt made friends
from the staff here at the Collegian
and from the staff of residence life.
For those really shy people,
organizations are a perfect way to meet
new friends! Chances are since you
are in the same organization that you
share many of the same interests. Every
organization is always looking for new
members, so do not be afraid to show up
to an event or a meeting. There will be a
warm welcome waiting for you!
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dear
sophia
Dear Sophia,

Dear Sophia,

This semester ends in around 3
weeks, and in one of my classes
I have dug myself a hole and I
have a D right now. I am scared
I won’t pass the class, and then
my parents will kill me. What
do I do?

I have been dating my boyfriend
for about 4 or 5 months, and
Christmas is coming up soon.
Christmas and dating have
always been something I have
feared considering that I have no
idea how much I should spend
or what I should buy someone I
have only been with for 5 months.
Any suggestions?

Sincerely,
Student Problems
Dear Student Problems,
Digging yourself a hole in
the middle of the semester is
something you want to always
avoid doing, but there are
ways to dig yourself out of the
situation you are in now. First,
you need to go and talk to the
professor of that class. He has
all of your grades, and every
assignment you have turned in
so go in and talk to him. Find
out your exact grade, and then
determine what grade you need
to get on the final to obtain the
grade you want. Now, do not
think this will be easy because
for the next week or two, you
will have no life. After you do
talk to your professor about
your grade, find out what the
best objective is to study for the
exam. Remember this exam is
worth a good percentage, so this
is the most important test of this
class. Be calm and confident.
You can do this, and you will
get the grade you want with the
amount of time and effort you
put into this.
Yours truly,
Sophia

C

What’s your favorite
holiday
family tradition?

Dear Eager Elf,
Ooookay. You are 100 percent
correct; Christmas is a very
difficult and a hard time when it
comes to buying for someone you
just started dating because you
really do not know every interest
they have and you are still trying
to understand who they are. First
thing to do is sit down with your
boyfriend/girlfriend and set a
price limit. I would not go under
50 dollars or over 100 dollars.
Truth be told, there is nothing
worth more than 100 dollars that
you would want to get someone
you are just getting to know.
When picking out the gift, start
listening to your significant
other carefully. Listen to details
of what they like and what they
are interested in. Sooner or later
you will narrow down something
you can get them for Christmas
that they will love, whether it is a
necklace, a jacket, boots, a purse
or even an accessory of some sort.
Nevertheless, if you put time and
effort into the gift, they will love
the gift because of the person
who gave it.
Yours truly,
Sophia
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email us as tech-collegian@mail.wvu.edu

Sincerely,
Eager Elf

Searching for answers to
life’s questions?
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Winter holidays around the world
Lindsay McDowall
Staff Writer

C

hristmas, United States

Everyone knows of the story
of the birth of Jesus Christ in Bethlehem.
This is the basis for the Christian holiday
of Christmas, celebrated on December 25
to mark Jesus’s birth. It is celebrated all
around the world, with various traditions
including Advent wreaths and Santa Claus.
Christmas first started being
celebrated in the fourth century. At the
time, the only major religious celebration
was Easter, which marks Jesus’s death and
ascent into Heaven. Since the Bible does
not mention a date for Jesus’s birth, Pope
Julius I chose December 25. It is speculated
that he chose the middle of winter because
at the time, most pagan rituals were in the
winter and the church wanted to absorb
the pagans and turn them into Christians.
Christmas was, at first, celebrated in
manner close to today’s Mardi Gras. It
fell in and out of practice all throughout
Europe, and was even outlawed in America
at one point. In 1870, Christmas was made
an official holiday and the merriment has
been present ever since!
Yule, Scandinavia
At one point in time, we have
all heard of a Yule log. It originated in
Scandinavia with the holiday Yule. Yule is
celebrated from December 21, the winter
solstice, through January. People burned
logs in celebration of the return of the
sun. During the burning of the log there
would be a massive feast until the log
stopped burning; which could take more

than ten days! Yule celebrated the return
of the sun and the coming year, and it was
believed that each spark rising from the
burning of the log represented a pig or a
cow to be born in the coming year.
Kwanzaa, Africa
Kwanzaa as we know it today was
created in 1966 by Dr. Maulana Karenga,
and has its roots in the African harvest
festival of the same name. The holiday
celebrated family, community and culture.
Kwanzaa was at one point celebrated all
over Africa. When Dr. Karenga began
the celebration in 1966 as an official
holiday, it was because he wanted to help
African-Americans and Africans reaffirm
the culture and traditions during the time
of the Civil Rights Movement. Kwanzaa
is meant to reinforce the Nguzo Saba, or
the Seven Principles.They are as follows
according to The Offical Kwanzaa
Website: “Umoja (Unity), Kujichagulia (SelfDetermination), Ujima (Collective Work
and Responsibility), Ujamaa (Cooperative
Economics), Nia (Purpose), Kuumba
(Creativity) and Imani (Faith).”
Hanukkah, Judea
Hanukkah began around 160
B.C. and has its’ origins in the Jewish
religion. In 168 B.C., Syrians invaded
Judea killing thousands of people and
desecrating the Second Temple in an
effort to force the Jewish people to convert
to the Greek and Syrian belief system.
Judah fought back against the Syrians
and was able to reclaim Judea. He and
his followers rebuilt the Second Temple,
and it is said that a miracle occurred. The
Menorah was lit but only had enough oil
to burn for one night. Lo and behold,
it burned for eight nights, which was

enough time for more oil to be found.
There are nine candles on the Menorah
today. Eight candles represent those eight
nights and the ninth candle is called the
“helper” and is the candle from which
the eight are lit.
Bodhi Day, Asia
Bodhi Day, celebrated on
December 8, is the Buddhist celebration
of the day Siddhartha Gautauma
experienced enlightenment. Siddhartha
Gautauma is more popularly known as
Buddha. Legend says that he sat beneath
a tree one day and mediated until he
found the root of all suffering, and how
someone could liberate themself from it.
This is the basis for the Buddhist religion.
This holiday is celebrated all throughout
Asia today.
Boxing Day, Canada
I am sure everyone has seen
Boxing Day in their calendar and
wondered, “What in the world is it?!”
Well Boxing Day, currently observed in
Canada and across the United Kingdom,
is a gift-giving day. Traditionally, servants
would receive gifts from their superiors
on this day. Obviously, this is no longer
the case. Today, this holiday is more of
a bank and public service holiday, giving
their workers a day to relax!

I

t is time yet again for the story of a person
who falls into the harsh pit of the real
world, scratching and slashing to make it to
the top, and received the desired job in the
desired field after spending years of time
in the little town of Montgomery, West
Virginia pursuing a degree from WVU
Tech. As many students at Tech already
know, one of the hardest programs of
study here is mechanical engineering; and
in order to surpass all its challenges, one
must be dedicated to the cause and be selfdisciplined in order to learn the material
and pass the courses. One man who did
this like a champion is Mr. Steven White.
Mr. White, just like many
graduating high school seniors, was not
exactly sure what he wanted to study
while in college. “I started my college
life at Virginia Tech studying Computer
Science,” says White. “After two years
of banging my head on the keyboard
I realized CS was not for me. I started
looking around and decided to transfer
back in-state and study Mechanical
Engineering in the fall of 2003.” This
is when he arrived at Tech and began
the rigorous schedule that was required
for the major. As well as taking the
hard engineering classes, Mr. White
also minored in mathematics, as many
mechanical engineers did, and economics
for engineers. “I was told by one of
the admissions staff that I was the first
student to graduate with the Economics
for Engineers minor that they knew of.”
In the spring of 2007, Mr.
White graduated with his degree and
walked across the stage in the scolding
hot gymnasium that he says felt like
115 degrees. Upon graduating, he has
embarked on a number of activities and
jobs but always had something to do. “As

soon as I graduated I took some time off
and enjoyed a pottery apprenticeship,”
he says. “I lived in a fishing camp on the
Greenbrier River and worked with Gary
Shaffer. When my time as a river bum
was over I accepted employment with
the Charleston Newspaper as a District
Manager. I worked with the newspaper for
a year and a half until my wife, Kathryn
White, and I chose to follow a dream of
ours to start our own business. I resigned
from the newspaper and we started The
Cellar, LLC, in Montgomery, [and later
Marmet]. We ran The Cellar for two
years until family circumstances forced
us to sell the store due to lack of time
to commit to running our own business.
After selling the store we took some time
to take care of my elderly parents and
“nurse” them back to health. Now that
they are in better shape we came back to
the Charleston area. Soon after moving
back I secured employment with Jacobs
Engineering. I currently work on-site at
the DuPont plant in Belle as a Project
Engineer. I am essentially the conductor
of the project orchestra. I orchestrate the
designers and all project details. You could
say I am the man behind the curtain.”

Winter driving
tips
Kassie Shope
Staff Writer

A

s we approach the winter and the
holiday season here in West Virginia,
it is important to keep in mind of the
changing weather conditions. Most
students will be making their way home to
spend the holiday season with their families,
so it is important to be aware of changing
road conditions. Now you may be thinking
that you have driven in winter weather
conditions before or maybe you are not
as experienced as others with driving in
the winter weather; the important thing to
remember is that, regardless of your driving
experience, road conditions here in West
Virginia can be relentless and unforgiving.
Accidents happen and they can only take
seconds to occur especially if you do not
know what to do when you get in a slippery
situation. Keep in mind road and weather
conditions can change within minutes
and can leave you stranded for sometimes
hours or even days! It is important to be
prepared for whatever the winter season
may throw at you. We are going to give
you a few winter driving tips to keep you
safe and prepared this winter season.
The best advice for winter driving
is not to drive if you can keep from it. If
you do decide to drive this winter season
it is important to keep these tips in mind.
1.) Drive at a decreased speed and allow
yourself plenty of room to stop your
vehicle. You should allow yourself three
times more space than usual to stop
between you and the car in front of you.
2.) Brake gently to avoid skidding.
If you start skidding, ease off the
brake
to
resolve
the
problem.

Featured Golden Bear Alumni: Steven White
Daniel Eisenberg
C.D./Section Editor/Staff Writer
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This is an impressive list of
activities considering it has only been five
years since he left college. As an alumnus,
Mr. White still comes back to visit the
town he once called home. “I attended
Homecoming almost every year since
graduation. I was unable to attend this
year though. I come back to Tech more
often to participate in various ΦKT events
[including formal and Greek Week.]”
Mr. White has seen changes in
the school since he has left. Although it has
only been five years since his departure,
numerous changes have been made,
both physical and non-physical. “WVU
Tech CTC has become Bridgemont
[and] Co-ed has been torn down. [Also],
we lost the best Ceramics teacher ever
known to mankind. God rest Bob's
soul. You are missed every day, Bob!”
White’s life has been blessed.
Every time I see him in Montgomery
he has a smile on his face, and energy in
his body. He motivates our fraternity to
get involved and succeed in all that we
embark on. He has shown us what hard
work and dedication can do to a person’s
life, and I hope that I can follow in his
footsteps.

3.) Drive with your lights on. This
will increase your visibility and also
make you more visible to other drivers.
4.) Do not use cruise control while driving
in winter conditions this can make
your vehicle more difficult to control.
5.) Be especially careful on bridges,
overpasses and infrequently traveled
roads, these areas will begin to freeze first.
6.) It is important not to pass snow plows
and salt trucks, usually the road conditions
in front of them are much worse than
the conditions behind them. Keep in
mind they are out there to make road
conditions better, not to hold you up.
7.) Do not assume that your vehicle
can handle all road conditions.
Even four-wheel drive vehicles can
encounter trouble in winter conditions.
8.) If your rear wheels skids let off the
accelerator, DO NOT apply the brakes,
steer the direction you want the front of
your vehicle to go. If your rear wheels slide
left steer left, if they slide right steer right.
9.) You should always be prepared in
winter conditions; it is important to have
an emergency travel kit in your vehicle.
10.)Blankets, Extra clothing, flashlights,
water and road flares are a few items
that are good to have in your vehicle
in case of winter weather emergencies.
We hope that these tips are helpful to you
as you travel this winter season. Please
remember to drive safe, be cautious and be
prepared for whatever may come your way
this winter.

FEATURES

Page 14

What college students really
want to know: What is an earth
sheltered house?
Daniel Eisenberg
C.D./Section Editor/Staff Writer

W

hen the term “Earth-sheltered
home” is spoken, what thought enters your mind? Perhaps you think that
it is a simply a hatch in the ground that
you open and see a ladder going down
into a dark hole like you see on the TV
show “Lost”, or maybe you think that it
is simply a house nestled in the country
and surrounded by hills. These are both
good guesses, but not exactly accurate. An
earth-sheltered house is mostly built into
the side of a hill or with earth bermed over
the roof. This leaves the front wall exposed
to the human eye, and the side walls, back
wall, and roof embedded with earth.
Five miles out of the little town
of Spencer West Virginia, and another
five miles down a back road called Speed,
one of these houses is built into a hillside
and has a deep berm on top. This house
is very energy efficient, and is also what I
call home when I leave my college town
of Montgomery during Thanksgiving,
Christmas, spring, and summer break. My
father, Michael Eisenberg is the architect
of the project, and has been working avidly on the creation of the dwelling ever
since the first tree was cut down to clear
the site for building in 2007.
Once the trees were cleared it
was time to break earth. An excavator and
a G5 bulldozer spend ten hours moving
dirt and exposing a huge hole in a hillside,
and upon completion, the shell could be
built. A company that specializes in projects like this, Terra-Dome, made the trip
from St. Louis to Spencer and began the
three week project. Every day when I arrived home from school, I would walk up
the hill and help out with the construction.
There are two modules in the house, each
with a domed ceiling. Each module took
one week to build the forms. Once the
forms were built, six cement trucks and
a pump truck were used to pour 10 inch
thick concrete walls and ceiling. Once the
two modules were finished, the unend-

ing work list was put into effect. Waterproofing the exterior walls and putting
in drainage pipes were the first projects,
and once they were completed, the backfill was begun, and dirt then covered the
roof and surrounding walls. Plumbing in
the floor had to be done, as well as the interior framing, electric, water supply, interior wall Stucco, and countless other projects. A ceramic tile floor was laid down,
a porch was built, drywall was hung, and
a kitchen was built. Excluding the major
projects such as backfilling the dirt onto
the house and having the Terra-Dome
company build the forms, it was only
my father and I working on the project,
so quick results were not exactly what we
received. On April 1st 2012, the move-in
finally took place and this cave in the hillside finally became known as our home.
There are many reasons as to
why we wanted to live in an earth-sheltered house. For one, this past summer,
which was one of the hottest ever recorded, the temperature in the dwelling
did not rise above 72 degrees. This makes
it very pleasant to walk inside during the
heat of the afternoon, and instantly feel
as if we are in a beer cave. We have not
yet had the experience of living a complete winter in the new home, but a wood
stove in the living room can easily heat the
house to a desired temperature.
“I’ve had the desire to build an
earth sheltered home since I first read
about the concept in the early 70’s,” says
Eisenberg. “and I am very happy that this
dream is finally realized. My wife and I
are very comfortable and pleased to be
living in such a beautiful and efficient
home. The house is still a work in progress, and once again, I have enlisted the
help of Daniel to help with the solar electric power system, which is now almost in
completion. Perhaps one day the project
will be completed finished, and I look forward to sitting on my porch and watching
the grass grow.”

Q: What do snowmen eat for
breakfast?

Q: What do you get if you cross
an apple with a Christmas tree?

A: Snow Flakes

A: A pine-apple

Q: What do you call people who
are afraid of Santa Claus?

Q: What do you call a snowman
in the summer?

A: Claus-trophobic

A: A puddle

Q: What is Ebenezer Scrooge’s
favorite game? Mean-opoly

Q: What do elves learn in
school?

A: It was Christmas Eve and
a woman was anxiously
picking over the turkeys in the
hope of finding a large one.
In desperation she called over
to a shop assistant and said,
“Excuse me, do these turkeys get
any bigger?” “No, madam, “he
replied, “they’re all dead.”

A: The elf-abet

Q: How do snowmen get
around?

http://www.jokesprank.com/
blog/funny-jokes/50-christmasjokes.html

A: On their icicles
Q: Why are Christmas trees like
bad knitters?
A: They both drop their needles

Q: Which elf was the best
singer?
A: ELFis Presley
http://www.top10z.com/jokes/
category/268/1/christmas-jokes.
html

http://www.squiglyplayhouse.
com/JokesAndRiddles/
christmas.html
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Why we sing “Auld Lang Syne”
Ashley Quinn
Section Editor/Staff Writer

“

S

hould auld acquaintance be
forgot, and never brought to
mind? Should auld acquaintance
be forgot, and auld lang syne!”
Each year on New Year’s Eve
families and friends gather to celebrate
the New Year. No matter where people
are or what they are doing, a familiar
Scottish tune can be heard being belted
out by men, women and children
alike. Auld Lang Syne (translated
as “for times gone by”) is a must for
New Years celebration, but where did
it come from and why do we sing it?
The origins of Auld Lang
Syne are long lost, but the first recorded
appearance can be dated back to
fifteenth century Scotland. George
Bannatyne, composed in 1568 a book of
Scottish poetry and Auld Lang Syne was
an anonymous poem that made the cut.
The poem is eight stanzas long and titled
“Auld kindnes Foryett” which translates
to the first line of the song, “[Should]
auld acquaintance [be] forgot”. Several
replications appear throughout the
English language and yet none became
so popular as Robert Burns’ recreation.
Burns, in a letter dated
December 17, 1788, sent a copy of
the song to his friend Mrs. Dunlop.
He wrote to her that, “There is an old
song and tune which has often thrilled
through my soul.” Years later in 1793,
Burns also sent a copy of the song to
George Thompson. Thompson was
compiling Scottish songs and music
and Burns commented that the “air”
of the piece itself was mediocre but
the song was from the olden times.
Thompson reworked and published
the song in his manuscripts in 1799.
The rest, as they say, was
history. Over the years the song
was republished in various musical
manuscripts and set to a slightly

different (and now familiar) tune. The
song itself is a song of friendship and the
original lyrics are as follows: “Should auld
acquaintance be forgot, And never brought
to mind? Should auld acquaintance be
forgot, And days o’ lang syne! For auld lang
syne, my dear, for auld lang syne, We’ll tak
a cup o’ kindness yet for auld lang syne! We
twa hae run about the braes, And pu’d the
gowans fine, But we’ve wander’d mony a
weary foot Sin’ auld lang syne.We twa hae
paidl’t in the burn Frae morning sun till
dine, But seas between us braid hae roar’d
Sin’ auld lang syne.And there’s a hand, my
trusty fiere, And gie’s a hand o’ thine, And
we’ll tak a right guid willie-waught For auld
lang syne!And surely ye’ll be your pint’
stoup, And surely I’ll be mine! And we’ll tak
a cup o’ kindness yet For auld lang syne!”
Of course no one sings the old
Scots version any longer. The song has been
translated into modern English as well as
many other languages around the globe.
The meaning of the song is about the
journey of two friends and of days gone by,
and what better time to think of days past
than the beginning of a new year? So this
year on New Years Eve, take a moment to
raise a glass and toast to auld lang syne.
All information used in this article can
be found at www.electricscotland.com/
history/articles/langsyne.htm

Chef Sherfey’s must- have
classic holiday recipes
Sweet Potato Pie
Joe Sherfey
Staff Writer

Ingredients: 2 cups mashed sweet potatoes

Honey Glazed Ham
Ingredients: 5 pound ready-to-eat ham
¼ cup whole cloves
¼ cup dark corn syrup
2 cups honey
2/3 cup butter
Directions: First preheat the oven to 325
degrees Fahrenheit. Next, score the
ham and stud with the whole cloves and
place the ham in a foil lined pan. Then
in the top part of a double boiler heat
the corn syrup, butter and honey; keep
this glaze warm while baking the ham.
Finally glaze the ham and bake for an
hour and 15 minutes in the preheated
oven. Baste the ham every 10 minutes
or so with the honey and butter glaze.
Towards the end of the baking (about
four or five minutes from completion)
turn on the broiler to caramelize the
glaze. Remove from the oven and let sit
a few minutes before serving.
http://allrecipes.com/recipe/honeyglazed-ham/details/aspx

1 cup packed brown sugar
½ cup butter, softened
2 eggs
½ teaspoon ground ginger
½ teaspoon ground cinnamon
½ teaspoon ground nutmeg
¼ teaspoon salt
½ cup evaporated milk
¼ cup sugar
1 unbaked 10 inch pastry shell
Whipped topping
Directions: Combine sweet potatoes, brown
sugar, butter, egg yolks, spices and salt in a
large mixing bowl. Beat the mix until it is
light and fluffy and add evaporated milk,
then beat until blended. Beat egg whites
until foamy and gradually add sugar, one
tablespoon at a time, beating until stiff
peaks form. Fold into potato mixture and fill
the pastry shell with it. Bake at 400 degrees
Fahrenheit for ten minutes. Reduce the heat
then to 350 degrees Fahrenheit and bake for
45 to 50 minutes or until the mixture is set.
Add with whipped topping and enjoy this
tasty dish.
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Our
Holiday
Favorites
Saving the World
Ryan Stevens
Staff Writer

A

ll around him stood the vast
surroundings of trees and grass all
over a gigantic plane. Nothing seemed to
matter at that point but everything was
becoming more and more overwhelming.
Jason’s senses had grown and become one
with him. Smell, touch, hearing and even
his physic had become stronger; but with
this gift came great suffering. Pain shot
straight through his body and felt as if he
had just turned into a liquid of some sort.
He no longer had control of
himself and his weight on the ground
started to become light as he ascended into
the air. Slowly his whole structure became
engulfed in a burning fire that disintegrated
all life within a 50 foot radius. His eyes had
become brighter than the sun itself and
gave off an ominous glow. Jason screamed
at the top of his lungs only to find that the
pain did not seem to settle down at all. His
wrists and both feet began to bleed as if
he had been crucified onto a cross. As the
burning began to fade Jason grew beautiful
white feathers as well as enormous wings
that seem to have no end. As the formation
had been complete, the fire burst off of
Jason as fast as lightening disappeared
into the sky and Jason fell to his knees.
He did not believe what he had
become but was too afraid to ask why it
was so. Thousands of endless people
surrounded him and he knew he had no
way out. Jason then let out his wings and
jumped hard into the air and began to
fly away from the crowd taking pictures
of the glorious happening. The beauty
of the wings was just the beginning, and
Jason knew he had something bad coming
his way. If this moment was real and he

truly was an angel, then that must mean
that there is in fact a devil and an evil
waiting to show themselves to the world.
As he thought to himself of the
evil, he saw closely in the distance a dark
figure just like himself soaring straight for
him. The creature was black with bat like
wings and a fire that gave off a deadly
heat came from his head. The creature
hurled into Jason knocking him straight
out of the sky, smashing into the ground
below him. The evil landed gracefully
and then said in a deep and scary voice,
“Hello Jason, it’s about time we met, I
am the devils right hand and you will die
where you stand.”
Chapter 1:
A loud noise had begun to ring
into Jason’s ear as he slowly made his
way out of bed. He straightened his body
vertically and stretched out his arms and
legs attempting to wake himself up. Jason
stood up and made his bed as he would
any other morning and then headed
downstairs to begin to drive to and eat at
his favorite restaurant, “Donut Palace”. It
was always his favorite breakfast restaurant
even as a young child. It had all his favorite
foods including donuts and hash browns.
While he was eating he had
been thinking about a girl he had just
met about a month or so ago whom he
had known to like. She had smooth skin
with a light blonde hair color that he
seemed to like on her. She had a dark tan
complexion, sky blue eyes, and always
wore white sweats with a cute blue T-shirt
that seemed to match her eyes. She had
been one of the most beautiful girls he
had laid his eyes on.
To be continued…

Featured Product: Lifestraw
Andrea Joseph
Section Editor/Staff Writer

F

or the majority of the outdoors
enthusiasts, Aquamarine has come
out with the newest innovation known
as Lifestraw. It is a light, compact
emergency filter system that you can
easily take on
e a c h
j o u r n e y
regardless
of
your
location.
Storing this inventive
filter system is easy
considering it weighs less than
one ounce, allowing it to be stored
anywhere such as a purse or even kept in
a water bottle.
This ingenious creation is a
big hit in everything from emergency
kits to hiking groups. Researchers have
tested that this revolutionary system
eliminates up to 99.9 percent of toxins
in water such as Cryptosporidium and

Giardia. Because of the amount of toxins
that are killed with one straw, these straws
are currently being shipped to a variety
of third world countries, allowing them to
drink healthy, pure water. With every filter
that is included, one straw can filter up to
20 gallons of water. Also, these straws are
being taken on vacations and outdoor trips.
You can drink directly from the origin of
the water or you can conveniently drink
from the bottle itself. These straws are also
perfect for every type of emergency kit.
This product can be ordered
mainly from the internet, such
as
Amazon.com.
This
particular item runs
around
16
dollars,
with
the new
small filters
running
around six dollars.
T h i s
state-of-the-art
system
should be
purchases by every family in the nation to
ensure that each human being is drinking
pure, healthy, clear water.

Featured App: Hill Climb
Racing
climb racer by the name of Newton Bill
Kassie Shope
Staff Writer

E

veryone wants to have the latest fun
game on their phone. Well right
now that game is Hill Climb Racing. It is
the number one game in the Apple App
Store and has millions of downloads.
Hill Climb Racing is not only a racing
game, but also a game of strategy. The
game is centered around an aspiring hill

who will let nothing stop him, not even
the laws of physics. The game includes six
different places where you can race which
are all unique and challenging in their
own way. When racing you control the gas
and the brake carefully so you don’t roll
your truck over and lose the game. In my
opinion, this game is highly addictive and
I cannot stop playing it. Download it for
yourself and you’ll see just how much fun
it really is!

Movie Review: The Twilight Saga’s Breaking Dawn Part II
Kassie Shope
Staff Writer

T

he hearts of many young girls and
teenagers broke as the final movie
of the famous Twilight Saga came out at
midnight on November 16, 2012. With
the four previous Twilight movies grossing
approximately one billion dollars, it was
expected that the final leg of the saga
would blow up ticket sells at the box office.
So far Breaking Dawn Part 2 has grossed
approximately 230 million dollars.
The movie begins where it
left off in Part 1. Bella awakens with
new sharpened senses and brand new
powers as her transformation into a
vampire settles in. She is also enjoying
her newborn child Renesmee as she and
Edward quickly become infatuated with
her. As much as Bella wants to spend her
time with Renesmee, Edward assures
her that she needs to hunt first. While
on her first hunt, Bella learns to control

her new powers
by feasting on a
mountain lion
instead of a
lone hiker in the
woods. As Bella
and
Edward
return
home,
they
realize
that Jacob has
been spending
time
with
Renesmee and
he has actually
imprinted
on
her,
which
means that she
is his soul mate.
This leads to
Bella and the rest
of the Cullen
clan confronting
Jacob
and
developing
hostile feelings.
Months

later,
once
everything
has
settled
down
with
the
Cullens,
Irina who is a
member of the
Denali clan and
considered a
cousin or close
relative to the
Cullens comes
to Forks. She
misidentifies
Renesmee from
a distance as
an “immortal
c h i l d ”
otherwise
known as a
child who has
been changed
into a vampire.
Irina decides to
travel to Italy to
let the Volturi

know of this matter which in turn triggers
Alice’s vision. After the vision occurs,
the Cullens set out to get help from their
friends the Denalian, Egyptian, Romanian
and Irish clans to stand as witnesses and
prove that Renesmee is not an immortal
child. Throughout all of this chaos,
Bella discovers that she has the ability to
block the powers of other vampires and
begins practicing her new found ability.
The end of the movie is very
intense, action packed and exciting. Bella
find a clue left by Alice that says to go
to J. Jenks who is a lawyer that has been
forging legal documents for the Cullens for
years. He gives her a set of IDs, passports
and driver’s licenses which are forged for
Renesmee and Jacob. All of the Cullens
and their witnesses gather the night
before the Volturi arrives. Upon meeting
with the Cullens, the Volturi immediately
realizes that they have made a mistake and
execute Irina on the spot. The movie ends
with Bella, Edward, Jacob and Renesmee
happily together. In my opinion, the movie
was great and is a must see!
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Songs of the Week
2012 End of the World
Playlist

Holiday Playlist
-I Wanna Hippopotamus
for Christmas
-The 12 Redneck Days of
Christmas
-Christmas With The
Family
-The Hannukah Song
-Polar Express
-Baby It’s Cold Outside
-Milk and Cookies
-Have Yourself a Merry
Little Christmas
-Jingle Bells
-Silent Night
-Carol of The Bells
-Christmas in Hollywood
-Deck The Rooftop
-Christmas in America
-Do You Hear What I Hear?
-The Grinch
-Marshmellow World

In History
December 4, 1917:
Psychiatrists begin reporting
on the phenomena of shell
shock
December 6, 1907: 361 coal
miners are killed in the
Monongah mine explosion in
Marion county West Virginia
December 7, 1941: Pearl
Harbor is bombed by the
Japanese
December 14, 1900: German
physicist Max Planck
publishes paper showing
radiant energy is made up of
particles leading to quantum
theory
December 16, 1773: The
Boston Tea party takes place
December 23, 1888: Vincent
van Gogh chops off part of
his own ear
December 25, 1776: General
George Washington crosses
the Delaware
December 30, 1916: Rasputin
is murdered by Russian
nobles
January 8, 1790: President
George Washington delivers
the first State of the Union
address
All information found via
http://www.history.com/
this-day-in-history

-Highway to Hell
-It’s the End of the World
as We Know It
-Stairway to Heaven
-2012
-We Have a lot to Drink
About
-Final Countdown
-Is it 2012 yet?
-Dance Dance Dance
-Thnks Fr Th Mmrs
-Everywhere I Go
-Undead
-City
-Lights
-Love 2012
-Afternoon Delight
-My Richard
-Live Together Die Alone
-Mixin the Metal

In order to succeed, your desire for success should be greater than your
						

fear of failure. Bill Cosby

Your Weekly Horoscope
AIRES 3/21-4/19
Do not be afraid to express yourself today.
The more uncensored, the better. Take
any opportunity to show your true colors,
as others will probably respond with
admiration and respect. The holidays are
approaching, take the time to buy some
gifts for the family or maybe even yourself !

-- it could be almost anything. Try being
adventurous by seeking ways to increase your
adrenaline such as rock climbing, sky diving
or parachuting. Great personal energy means
it is easier to have fun, make new friends and
create a positive atmosphere, so you may want
to push yourself to try something challenging.
VIRGO 8/23-9/22

What is the rush? Someone is trying to
push you to work at a pace that you do not
like, but there is not much more you can do
besides straight-up refuse. You more or less
want to be the leader rather than be pushed
around and told what to do. You enjoy
setting the pace and making a difference in
your own way. Sometimes things can make
you angry but life is likely to get better soon.

You are tempted to fight back when the
smallest slight comes your way. You are very
well-mannered but easily disturbed or made
upset. Though your personal vendettas may
come out of hand, your core ability to stay
focused is greatly increased. You show power
and determination in life, especially when you
set goals. Your future career is looking very
bright, but try to keep it civil. Your energy can
be rerouted into something quieter and better
for you if you control yourself.

GEMINI 5/21-6/21

LIBRA 9/23-10/22

Try to push yourself out there a little bit.
Become the master at your abilities, show
off your talents to others-- you need to deal
with group activities by leading the way.
That could mean speaking out of turn or
striving for power within yourself. Keeping
this strength can seem straining but the
drive inside you pushes you to success.

You and a friend or colleague need to sit
down one-on-one and hash things out. Talk
things over and see each other’s points of view
and capitalize on them. There is no need in
fighting because you are friends and staying
friends may come in handy one day. You are
both focused on your shared needs, so the
meeting should be easy going. After all is said
and done, it is a very good time to go out and
enjoy yourselves.

TAURUS 4/20-5/20

CANCER 6/22-7/22
Your mind is working even more quickly
than usual today. Think ahead to the
holidays, buying present, and of course
cannot forget building a snowman -- which
is really saying something! You should find
it easier to deal with complex negotiations
or hot dates, so put yourself out there in it
all and show the world what you are made
of. Express your emotions in your own ways
and set off to be independently strong.
LEO 7/23-8/22
Try some new activity today. All of the
same old same old just is not cutting it

SCORPIO 10/23-11/21
You may want to dash out ahead of postholiday regret and start going to the gym
now. Bulk up or become more tone before
holiday time hits! Once you have done the
proper workouts then yes, you deserve that
extra cookie. You certainly have the drive
and energy to take better care of yourself, and
there is no time like the present, no time to
waste sitting around.
SAGITTARIUS 11/22 - 12/21
You are amazingly productive today, cleaning,

running, even multi-tasking seems to be your
strong suit -- and that could mean that you’re
walking around with a big, goofy grin all over
your face. All that great energy is helping you to
feel good about yourself ! Getting that homework
done, studying for those exams, and having time
to spend with your closest friends makes you
more enjoyable. Keep up the good work and live
a healthy, positive lifestyle.
Capricorn 12/22 - 1/19
Your family life and your career path are starting
to diverge in a big way, conference meetings as
well as family get-togethers explain exactly what
kind of person you are -- but it’s only temporary!
Try your best to reassure everyone that things
will be better in the future. Also, reassuring them
may help you to remember to keep working hard
to reach exactly what you promised everyone
else. Keep big goals and stick to your dreams. All
will be well in the future. It’s true!
Aquarius 1/20 - 2/18
You feel totally stunned by some news -- but in
a good way! Your mental energy is terrific when
it comes to processing new information and
making exciting changes in your life. Keeping
that mental calm shows your abilities to be a
leader! You can persuade and control a situation
just through the tone of your voice and the
directions of your hands/body gestures. People
look up to you because of your keen sense of
direction and they let you know all the time!
Pisces 2/19 - 3/20
You cannot quite see what’s really happening -but at least you know you are facing an illusion!
Just relax and let things play out, as you should
have a better handle on this after a few days
have passed. You are weary about your future
but keen to success in every way. You do not let
life get you down; you just find different door
ways that negative events open in the long run.
Life can seem pretty tough but your smile and
courage keep your head up and shining bright
throughout any given plain. Be sure to keep up
with your life!

